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CHA P. I, 
Wearrn, defired for its own 
fake, obſtructs the increaſe of virtue; 
and large poſſeſſions, in the hands of 
ſelfiſh men; have a bad tendency; 
for, by their means, too ſmall a num- 
ve of people are employed in uſeful 
A3 things; 
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things; and ſome of them are neceſ- 
fitated to labour too hard, "while 


others would want buſineſs to earn 


their. bread, were not employments 
invented, which, having no real uſe- 
fulneſs, ſerve only to pleaſe the vain 


mind, : 


Rents ſet on lands, are often {6 


high, that perſons of but ſmall ſub- 
ſtance are ſtraitened in taking farms, 


and while tenants are healthy and 
proſperous in buſineſs, they often 
find occaſion to labour harder, than 


was intended by our gracious Creator. 


Oxen and liorſes are often ſeen at 
work, when through heat, and too 
much labour, their eyes, and the emo- 

tions 


1 
tions of their bodies, manifeſt they 
are oppreſſed. Their loads in wag- 
gons are frequently ſo heavy, that 
when weary with haling them far, 
their drivers find occaſion in going up 
hills, or through mires, to raiſe their 
ſpirits, by whipping, to get forward. 
Many poor people are ſo thronged in 
their buſineſs, that it is difficult for 
them to provide ſhelter for their cat- 
tle, againſt the ſtorms. Theſe things 
are common, when in health; but 
through ſickneſs and inability to la- 
bour; through loſs of cattle, and mi- 
carriage in buſineſs, many *are ſo 
ſtraitened; ſo much of their increaſe 
goes to pay rent, that they have not 


wherewith to buy what their caſe 


requires, 
| A 4 | Hos, 


(4.3. 

Hence, one poor woman, intending 
on her children, · providing for her fa- 
mily, and keeping the ſick, does as 
much buſineſs as would for the time be 


ſiimitable employment for two or three; 


and honeſt perſons are often ſtraitened, 
to give their children fuitable learning. 
The money which the wealthy re- 
ceive from the poor, who do more 
than a proper ſhare of buſineſs in 
raiſing it, is frequently paid to other 
Poor people, for doing buſineſs, which 
is foreign to the true uſe of things. 
Men who have large eſtates, and live 
in the ſpiric of charity; who carefully 
inſpect the circumſtances of thoſe, 
who occupy their eſtates, and, regard- 
leſs of the cuſtoms of the times, re- 
mo their demands agreeably to 


univerſal _ 


[91 | 
univerſal love, by being righteous on 
principle, do good to the poor, with- 
out placing it to an 1 of bounty. 


Their example, in avoiding ſuper- 
fluities, tends to excite moderation in 
others; their uprightneſs, in not exact - : 
ing what the lawy and cuſtoms would 
ſupport them in, tends to open the 
channel to moderate labour in uſeful 
affairs, and to diſcourage thoſe branches 
of buſineſs which have not their FOUR, 
dation m true wiſdom, 


To he bufied in that which is but 
vanity, and ſerves only to pleaſe the 
inſatiable mind, tends to an alliance 
with thoſe who promote that vanity, 
and is a ſnare, in which many poor 
tradeſmen are entangled, T0 


1 0 J 
To be employed in things connected 


with virtue, is moſt agreeable with 


the character and inclinations of an 
honeſt man, 


5 


ne arenen ue grople 


are borne down with poverty, and 
oppreſſed with too much labour in 


uſeful things, the way to apply mo- 


ney, without promoting pride and 
vanity, remains open to ſuch, as truly 


ſympathiſe with them; i in their various 
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CHAP. II. 


1 


The Creator of the earth is the 
owner of it: He gave us being there- 
on, and our nature requires nourtſh- 
ment, which is the produce of it. As 
he is kind and merciful to his crea- 
tures, while they live anſwerably to 
the deſign of their creation, they are 
ſo far entitled to convenient ſubſiſt- 
ence, that we may not juſtly deprive 

.them of it. By the agreements and 
contracts of our fathers and prede- 
ceſſors, and by doings and proceed- 
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ings of our own, ſome enjoy a much * 
greater ſhare of this world, than x 
others and while thoſe poſſeſſions are * 
. faithfully i 
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faithfully improved to the good of 
the whole, it conſiſts with equity: but 
he, who, with a view to ſelf- exaltation, 
cauſeth ſome with their domeſtic ani- 
mals to labour immoderately, and, 


with the monies ariſing to him there- 
from, employs others in the luxuries 
of life, acts contrary to the gracious 
- deſigns of him who is the true owner 
of meu _ nor can any poſſeſſions, 
either deriyed from anceſ- 
tors, Faſt 1e conduct. Goodneſs 
remains to be goodneſs, and the direc- 
tion of pure wiſdom is obligatory on 
all reaſonable Creatures, j 


Though the poor oceupyoour eſtate 
by a bargain, to which they in their 
Feen agrees and we aſk 
even 


LW 2 

even leſs than a punctual fulfilling of 
their agreement; yet, if our views 
are to lay up riches; or to live in 
conformity to cuſtoms which have 


not their foundation in the truth, and - 


our demands are ſuch as require 
greater toil or application to buſineſs 


in them, than is conſiſtent with pure 


love, we invade their rights, as inha- 
bitants of that world, of which a 


good and gracious God is proprietor, 


under whom we are tenants, 


Were all ſuperfluities, and the 
deſire of . outward greatneſs laid aſide, 
and the right uſe of things univerſally 
attended to, ſuch a number of people 
might be employed 1a things uſeful, 
as that moderate labour, with the bleſ- 


ling 


\ fs. 1 
ſing of Heaven, would anſwer all 
good purpoſes relating to people and 
their cattle," and a ſufficient number 


have time to attend on the proper 
affairs of civil ſociety. 


Lt 35 3 
CHAP, III. 


While our ſpirits are cheerful and 
lively, we go cheerfully through buſi- 
neſs; either too much or too little action 
is tireſome; but a right portion is 
healthful to our bodies, and agreeable 
to an honeſt mind. 


Where men have great eſtates, 
they ſtand in a place of truſt: to 
have it in their power without difficul- 
ty, to live in that faſhion which occa- 
ſions much labour, and at the ſame 
time, confine themſelves to that uſe of 
things preſcribed by our Redeemer, 
and confirmed by his example, and 
the 
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«+ 8 
the examples of many who liyed in 
the early age of the Chriſtian church, 
that they may more extenſively re- 
lieve objects of charity; for men 
who have great eſtates, to live 
thus, requires Floſs Kenton bo diving 
. Ps 


Our gracious Creator, cares and 
provides for all his creatures: his 
tender mercięs are over all his works, 
and ſo far as true love influences our 
minds, ſo far we become intereſteq 

in his workmanſhip; and feel a deſire 
to make uſe of every opportunity tq 
leſſen the diſtreſſes of the afflicted, 
and encreaſc the happineſs of the 
creation. Here we have a proſpect 
pf one common intereſt from which 
Our 


„ 
our own is inſeparable, ſo that to 


turn all we poſſeſs, into the channel 
of umverſal love, becomes the * 
neſs of our lves. 


Men of large eſtates whoſe hearts 
are thus enlarged, are like fathers to 
the poor; and in looking over their 
brethren in diſtreſſed circumſtances, 
and conſidering their own more eaſy 
condition, they find a field for hum- 
= meditation, and feel the ſtrength 
of thoſe obligations they are under, 
to be kind and tender-hearted toward 
them. Poor men eaſed of their bur- 
dens, and releaſed from too cloſe an 
application to buſineſs, are enabled, 
to hire aſſiſtance, to provide well 
for their cattle, and find time to 

perform 


s 1 

perform thoſe duties amongſt their 
neighbours, which belong to a well 
guided ſocial life. When theſe reflect 


on the opportunity thoſe had to oppreſs 


them, and conſider the goodneſs of 
their conduct, they behold it lovely 
and eonſiſtent with brotherhood ; and, 
as the man whoſe mind is conformed 
to univerſal love, hath his truſt ſettled 
in God, and finds a firm foundation 


| to ſtand upon, in any changes or 


revolutions that happen amongſt 
men, ſo alſo, - the goodneſs of his 
conduct tends to ſpread a kind bene- 
volent diſpoſition in the world. 


CHAP. 


tin 4 - 
CHAP. IV. 


Out bleſſed Redeemer, in directing 


us how to conduct ourſelves one 


towards another, appeals to our own 


feelings. © Whatſoever ye would that 
men ſhould do to you, do ye even 


o to them.” Now where ſome. 


live in fulneſs on the labour of others, 


who have never had experience of 


hard labour themſelves, there is often 
a danger of- their not. having a right 
feeling of the labourer's condition, 
and therefore of being diſqualified to 


judge candidly in their caſe, not 


knowing what they themſelves would 
defire, were they to labour hard 
from 


bs * 20 ] 
from one year to another, to raiſe 
the neceſſaties of life, afid pay high 
rent beſides. It is good for thoſe 


who live in fulneſs, to labour for 


tenderneſs of heart, and ichprove 
every opportunity of being acquainted 
wich the hardſhips and fatigues of 
thoſe who labour for their living, 
and think ſeriouſly with themſelves; 
Am I influenced by true charity in 
fixing all my demands? Have 1 no 
deſire to ſupport myſelf in expen- 
five cuſtoms, becauſe my acquain- 
tances live in thoſe cuſtoms? 


Were I to labour, as they do, 
toward ſupporting them and their 
children in a ſtation hke mine, in 
ſuch fort as they and their children 
labour 


* * "a=. 
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labour for Us, could I not on ſuch 
a change, beſore I entered into agree- 
ments of rent or intereſt, name 
ſome coſtly articles now uſed by 
me, of in my family, which have 
no real uſe in them, the expenſe 
whereof might be leſſened : and 


ſhould I not in ſuch caſe, ſtrongly - 


defire the diſuſe of thoſe needleſs 
articles, that, leſs anſwering their 
way of life, the terms might be 
eaſier to me? 


If a wealthy man, on ſerions re- 


flection, finds a witneſs in his own 


conſcience, that there are ſome ex- 


penſes which he indulgeth himſelf. | 


in, that are in conformity to cuſ- 
toms which might be omitted, 
_ conſiſtent 


w 


9 Wo 1 


| 


* 1 
- - —— — aa 


1 22 1 


conſiſtent with the true deſign of 


living, and which, was he to change 
places with thoſe who occupy his 


eſtate, he would deſire to be dif- 


continued by them; whoever are 


thus awakened - to theſe feelings, 
will neceſſarily find the injunction 
binding. Do thou even fo to 
. hy 


Divine Love impoſeth no rigorous. 
or unreaſonable commands; but gra- 
ciouſly points out the ſpirit of bro- 
therhood and the way to happineſs, 
in attaining to which, it is neceſſary, 


that we go forth out of all that is 


ſelfiſh. by eas; 


CHAP, 
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To paſs through a ſeries of hard- 
| ſhips, and to languiſh under oppreſſion, 
brings people to a certain knowledge 
of thoſe things. To enforce the duty 
of tenderneſs to the poor, the in- 
ſpired law-giver referred the chil- 
dren of Iſrael to their own paſt expe- 
rience; © Ye know the heart of a 
ſtranger, ſeeing ye were ſtrangers 
in the land of Egypt.“ He who 
hath been a ſtranger amongſt unkind 
people, or under their government 
who were hard-hearted, knows how 
it feels ; but a perſon who hath never 
felt the weight of miſapplied power, 
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| Raw * 
comes not to this knowledge, but by 
an inward tenderneſs, in which the 


| heart is prepared „ with 
others, 


We may refle& on the condition 
of a poor innocent man, who, by 
his labour, contributes towards ſup- 
| Porting one of his own ſpecies, 

more wealthy than himſelf, on whom 
the rich man, from a deſire after 
wealth and luxuries, lays heavy bur- 
dens: when this labourer looks over 
the cauſe of his heavy load, and 
conſiders, that this great teil and fa- 
tigue is laid on him to ſupport that 
which hath -no. foundation in pure 
wiſdom, we may well ſuppoſe, that 
there ariſeth an uneaſineſs in his mind 


towards 


[8.1 - 
towards one who might, without any 
inconvenjence, deal more fayourably 
with him: when he conſiders, that, 
by his induſtry, his fellow-creature 
is benefited, and ſees that this man, 
who hath wealth, is not ſatisfied with 
being ſupported, in a plain way; but; 
to gratify a wrong deſire, and conform 
to wrong cuſtoms, encreaſeth to an 
extreme, the labours of thoſe, who 
occupy his eſtate ; we may reaſonably 
judge, that he will think himſelf 


| unkindly uſed. When he conſiders, 


that the proceedings of the wealthy 
are agreeable to the cuſtoms of the 
times, and ſees no means of redreſs 
in this world; how would the ſighings 
of this innocent perſon aſcend the 
Py — throne 


164 


rde of that great, good Being, 
who created us all, and hath a 
conſtant care over his creatures. 
By candidly confidering theſe things, 
we may have ſome ſenſe of the con- 
dition of innocent people, over-loaded 
by the wealthy, but he who toils, - 
one year after another, to furniſh 
others with wealth and ſuperfluities; 
who labours and thinks, and thinks 
and labours; until, by overmuch la- 
bour, he is wearied and oppreſſed: 
ſuch an one underſtands the meaning 


ol that language; 


heart of a ſtranger, ſeeing ye 
were ſtrangers in the land of 


Egypt.” As many at this day, Who 
know not che deart of a ſtranger, 


indulge 


« Ve know the 


* 
indulge themſelves in ways of life, 
which occaſion more labour than 
infinite goodneſs intends for man, 


and yet are compaſſionate for ſuch 
in diſtreſs, as come directly under 
their obſervation; were theſe to 
change circumſtances awhile, with 
ſome who labour for them; were 
they to paſs regularly, through the 
means of knowing the heart of a 
| ſtranger, and come to a feeling 
knowledge of the ſtraits and hard- 
ſhips which many poor innocent peo- 
ple paſs through, in a hidden obſcure 
life; were theſe who- now fare ſump- 
tuouſly every day, to a& the other 
part of the ſcene, until ſeven times had 
paſſed over them, and return again 
IT e ä to 


1 

to their former eſtates; I believe 
many of them would embrace a. 
life leſs expenſive, and lighten the 
heavy burdens of ſome,' who now la- 
bour out of theirſight, and paſsthrough 
ftraits with which they are but little 
acquainted. ' To ſee our fellow-crea- 
"tures under difficulties, to which we 
are in no degree acceſlary, - tends 
to awaken tenderneſs in the minds of 
all reaſonable people; but if we 
conſider the condition of thoſe, - who 
are depreſſed in anſwering our de- 
mands, who labour out of our fight, 
and are often toiling for us, while 
we paſs our time in fulneſs; and 
confider alſo, that much leſs than we 
demand, would ſupply us with things 
OF 05> 2 5 really 


„ 2-76 
really uſeful; what heart will not re- 
lent, or what reaſonable man can re- 
frain from mitigating that grief, which 
he himſelf is the cauſe of, when he 
may do it without inconvenience.? 


Oy” CHAP. 
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CHAP, VI. 


People; ſpent with much bbw 
often take ſtrong liquor to revive 
them. The portion of the neceſſa- 
ries of life, anſwerable to a day's 
work, is ſuch, that thoſe who ſup- 
port their families by daylabour, 
find occaſion to labour hard, and 
many of them think ſtrong drink a 
neceſſary part of their entertainment. 


, 
| [ 
. 


Were there more men uſefully 
employed, and fewer who eat bread 
as a reward for doing that which 
is, not uſeſul, then food and raiment 
would, on a reaſonable eſtimate, be 

more 


a 
more in proportion to labour, than 

what it is at preſent; for, if four 
men working eight hours in the day, 
can do any portion of labour, in a 
certain number of days; then five . 
men, equally capable, may do the 


- ſame buſineſs, in the ſame time, and 


work only ſix hours and twenty-four 
minutes in the day. In proceeding 
agreeably to ſound wiſdom, a ſmall 
portionof daily labcur might ſuffice, to 
keep a proper ſtream, gently circulat- 
ing, through all the channels of ſocie- 
ty; and this portion of labour, might 
be ſo divided, and taken in the moſt 
advantageous parts of the day, that 
people would not have that plea, for 
the uſe of ſtrong liquors, which they 
have at preſent. The quantity of 

1 25 ſpirituous 
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12 1 
ſpirituous liquors imported and made 
in our country, is great; nor can 
ſo many thouſand hogſheads of this 
liquor, be drank every year in our 
country, without baving a powerful 
elfect on our . 7 | 


When r are ſpent with ac- 
tion, and take theſe liquors, not on- 
1y as a refreſhment from paſt labours, 
þut alſo to ſupport them to go on, 
without nature having a ſufficient time 
to recruit, by reſting; it gradually 
turns them from that calmneſs of 


thought, which attends thoſe who ap- 
ply their hearts to true wiſdom. 
That the ſpirits being ſcattered by too 
much bodily motion, and again re- 
ws * ſtrong drink makes a 
perſon 


Fr 2 
perſon unfit for divine meditation, 
1 ſuppoſe will not be denied.; and 
as multitudes of people are in this 
practice, who do not take ſo much 
as to hinder them from managing 
their affairs, this cuſtom is ſtrongly 
ſupported ; but as, through divine 
goodneſs, I have found that there is a 
more quiet, calm and happy way, 
intended for us to walk in, I am 
engaged to expreſs what I feel in 
my heart concerning it. As cheriſhing 
the ſpirit of love and meekneſs, be- 
longs to the family of Jeſus Chriſt; 


ſo, to avoid thoſe things, which they 


| know work againſt it; is an indiſ- 
penſible duty. Every degree of lux- 
ury, of what kind ſoever, and every 
demand for money inconſiſtent with 


di / ine 
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| 34 } 
divine order, hath ſome connexion 
with unneceſſary labour, By too 
much labour the ſpirits are exhauſt. 
ed; and nature craves help from 
ſtrong drink; and the frequent uſe 
of ſtrong drink, works in oppoſi- 
tion to the celeſtiul 2 27 on * | 
* + 


4 This is plain when 4 Pp ſo 
much, as to ſuſpend the uſe of their 
reaſon; and though there are degrees 
- of this oppoſition, and a man quite 
drunk may be furtheſt removed from 
that frame of mind, in which God 
is worſhipped; yet a perſon being 
often nearly ſpent with too much 
action, and reyived by ſpirituous 
liquors, without being quite drunk, 
& F - inures | 


(87 
| inures himſelf to that which is a leſs 
degree of the ſame thing; and by long 
| continuance thereof, muſt neceſſarily 
hurt both mind and body. There 
is in the nature of people, ſome de- 
gree of likeneſs with that food and 
air, to which they, from their youth, 
have been accuſtomed: this frequent- 
ly appears in thoſe, who, 'by a ſepa- 
ration from their native air and uſual 
| 2 grow weak and unhealthy for 
Want of them; nor is it reaſonable to 
ſuppoſe, that ſo many thouſand hogſ- 
heads of this fiery liquor can be 
drunk by us every year, and the 
practice continued from age to — ; 
without altering, in ſome degree, the 
natures of men, and rendering their 
| - minds 
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minds leſs apt to receive the pure: 
truth in the love of it. 


As many, who manifeſt ſome re- 
ts to piety, do yet, in degree, 
conform to thoſe ways of living, 
and of collecting wealth, which en- 
creaſe labour beyond the bounds 
fixed by divine wiſdom; my deſire 
is, that they may ſo conſider the 

connexion of things, as to take heed, 
leſt by exacting of poor men, more 

than is conſiſtent with univerſal righ- 
teouſneſs, they promote that, by their 
conduct, which in word they ſpeak 
againſt. To treaſure up wealth for 
another generation, by. means of the 
immoderate labour of thoſe, who in 


e ſome 


propagating an evil ſeed in the earth. 


1 

ſome meaſure depend upon us, is 
doing evil at preſent, without knowing, 
but what our wealth, thus gathered, 
may be applied to evil purpoſes, 
when we are gone. To labour hard; 
or cauſe others to do ſo, that we may 

live conformably to cuſtoms, whick - 

Chriſt our Redeemer contradicted 
by his example in the days of his 


| fleſh, and which are contrary to di- 


vine order, is to manure a ſoil,” for 5 


They who enter deep into theſe 


conſiderations, - and live under the 


weight of them, will feel theſe things 
ſo heavy, and their ill effects ſo ex- 
tenſire, that the neceſſity of attend- 
ing ſingly to divine wiſdom, will be 


C evident; 


, . 
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evident; thereby to be directed in 
the right uſe of things, in oppoſi- 
tion to the cuſtoms of the times, 
and will be ſupported to bear pati- 
ently the reproaches attending ſingu- 
larity. To conform a little to a wrong 
way, ſtrengthens the hands of thoſe, 
who carry wrong cuſtoms to their ut- 
moſt extent, and the more a pei ſon 
appears to be virtuous, and heavenly- 
minded, the more powerfully (does 
his conformity operate, in favour of 
evil doers. Lay aſide the profeſſion 


of a pious life, and people expect 
little or no inſtruction from the * 
ample; but while we profeſs, in all 
caſes, to live in conſtant oppoſition 
to that which is contrary to uniyer- 
fal righteouſneſs; —W hat expreſſions 


are 


LT 191 
are equal to the ſubject? or what 
language is ſufficient to ſet forth the 
ſtrength of thoſe obligations we are 
under, to beware, leſt, by our exam- 
ple, we lead others wrong? 


. 


[ 49 ] 


CHAP... YA. 

In the care of our children, we 
may give way to partiality, in things 
relating to what may be when we 
are gone; yet after death, we cannot 
look on partiality with pleaſure, 

| 

If by our wealth, we make them 
great, without a full perſuaſion that 
we could not beſtow it better, and 
thus give them power to deal hardly 
with others, more virtuous than they, 
it can, after death, give us no more 
ſatisfaction, than if by this treaſure 
we had raifed theſe others above our 
own, and given them power to op- 
preſs them, - 


* 
— 
1320 


[ 4 ] 


Did a man poſſeſs as much good 
land, as would well ſuffice for twen- 


ty induſtrious frugal people, and ſup- 


poſing that he was lawful heir to it, 
intended to give this great eſtate to 


his- children, but found, on reſearch 


| eſtate was the undoubted right of 
à number of poor orphans, who, as 
to- views ind; uederſiandings <0 hins 


appeared as hopeful as his own chil- 


dren; this diſcovery would give him 
an opportunity to conſider, whether 


he was attached to any intereſt diſ- 


Some. of us have eig faliciont 


(fr our cies and a many mor, 


+ to 


[ 42 * 
to live upon, did they all employ 
their time in uſeful buſineſs, and 
live in that plainneſs conſiſtent with 
the character of true diſciples of 
Chriſt; and have no reaſon to be- 
lieve, that our children after us, will 
apply them to benevolent purpoſes, 
more than ſome poor children whom 
we are acquainted with, would, if 
heve that after our deceaſe, theſe 


en won ary among our 
thoſe weer - children, it would be likely 
to give us uneaſineſs, | 


py 
L 
0 


to contemplate the nature of this 


De 


te rene an univerſal regard to our 
fellow- creatures, and love them as 


our heavenly father loves them, we 


muſt conſtantly attend to the influ- 
ence of his ſpirit. | 


When our | hearts are - enlarged 


divine love, we behold it harmoni- 
ous; but if we attentively conſider that 
moving of - ſelfiſhneſs, which would 


make us uneaſy at the apprehenſion 


of that, which is in itſelf reaſonable, 
and which, being ſeparated from all 
previous conceptions and expectations, 
will appear ſo, we may ſee an incon- 
ſiſtency in it; for, the ſubje& of 


ſuch uneaſineſs is in future, and will 


not affect our children, until we are re- 
moved 


T0 44 1 
moved into that ſtate of being where 
there is no poſſibility of our taking 
delight in any thing contrary to the 
pute principle of univerſal love. 


As that natural deſire of ſuperio- 
ity in us, being given way to, 
extends to ſuch of our favourites, 
who we expect will fucceed us; and, 
as the graſping after wealth and 
power for them, adds greatly to the 
burdens of the poor, and encreaſeth 
the evil of covetouſneſs in this age; 

I have often deſired in ſecret, that, in 
looking toward poſterity, we may 

remember the. purity of that . reſt, 
which is prepared for the Lord's 
| 2 the impoſſibility of our tax- 
ing a in any * diſtinguiſh- 
"ow 


' 


Tx J 

and how vain and weak a thing it 
is, to give wealth and power to thoſe, 
who appear unlikely to apply it to 
a general good, when we are gone. 


. 


. 
his ſtewards; and it becomes our 


ſtation, to act agreeably to that divine 


wiſdom, which he e gives 
to his ſervants, 


646d. Ae 6 at. 
from a ſelfiſh attachment 'to particu- 
ars, takes that with which he is en- 
truſted, and beſtows it laviſhly on 
ſome, to the injury of others, and 

C 5 ta 


to the damage of him who employs - 
him, he degrades himſelf, - and be- | 
comes unworthy of _ . 
The true felicity of man in this 
life, and that which is to come, is 
in being inwardly united to the foun- 
tain of univerſal love and bliſs. When 
we provide for poſterity, and make 
ſettlements, which will not take ef- 
fect, until after we are centered in 
another tate of being; if we there- 
in, knowingly act contrary to uni- 
yerſal love and righteouſneſs, / ſuch 
conduct mult: ariſe from a falſe, ſelf- 
-iſh pleafure; and if we, after ſuch 
ſettlement, and. when too late for an 
alteration, attain to that purified ftate 
| * our Redeemer prayed his fa 
ther, 


BS 

ther, that his people might attain to, 
of being united to the Father, and 
to the Son; muſt not a ſincere re- 
pentance, for all things done in a 
will ſeparate from umverſal love, pre- 
cede this inward ſanctification? and 
though in fuch depth of repentance 
and reconciliation, all fins are for- 
given, - can we reaſonably - ſuppoſe, - 

that our partial determinations, in 
favour of thoſe whom we loved, in 
a ſelfiſh love, will then afford us plea- 
ſure? and if, after ſuch ſelfiſh ſettle- 
ments, our wills continue to ſtand, 
in oppoſition to the fountain of uni- 
verſal light and love; will there not 
be an unpaſſable gulph between the 
foul and true felicity ? 


a 


CHAP. VIIL 


To labour for an eſtabliſhment in 
divine love, where the mind is dif- 
entangled from the power of dark- 
neſs, is the great buſineſs of man's 
Hife; the collecting of riches, covering 
the body with! fine wrought, coſtly 
apparel, and having magnificent furni- 
ture, operate againſt univerſal love, 
and tend to feed ſelf; ſo that it 
belongs not to the children of the 
2 to deſire oe things. 1285 


110 who bent ravens to feed Elijah 
in the wilderneſs, and encreaſcd- the 
poor woman's - {mall remains of meal 

. and 


L 
and oil, is now as attentive to 
Ubi eee of hays; p e 


When he faith unto. bis people, 
«ye are my ſons. „ no 


greater happineſs can be deſired by 
them, who know how n a 


father he 1s. 


The br part of * neceſſa- 
ries of life, are ſo far periſhable, that 
each generation hath occaſion to la- 
bour for them: and when we look. 
toward a ſucceeding age, with a mind 
influenced with univerſal love, inſtead 
of endeavouring to exempt ſome 
from thoſe cares, which neceſſarily 
relate to this life, and give them 
power to oppreſs others; we deſire, 


that 


Lt a 
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children, and live in that humility, 


and order, becoming his family. Our 


hearts being thus opened, and enlarg- 


ed, we feel content in a uſe of things, 


as foreign to luxury and grandeur, 
as that, which our redeemer laid 


down as a pattern. 


Buy defiring wealth for the power 


and diſtinction it gives, and gather- 
ing it on this motive, a perſon may 
become rich; but his mind, Herein, 
deing moved, by a draught diſtin- 


guiſhable from the drawings of the 


Father, he cannot be united to the 
heavenly ſociety, where God i is the 
firength of their life, 


cc It 


1 ﬆ J 


* ]t is eaſier,” faith our Saviour, 


1 « for a camel to go through the 


eye of a needle, than for a rich 
man to enter into the kingdom of 
God.“ Here, our Lord uſes an in- 
ſtructive ſimilitude, for, as a camel, 
while in that form, cannot paſs 
through the eye of a needle, ſo a 
man, who truſteth in riches, and 
holds them, for the ſake of the 
power and diſtinction attending them, 
cannot, in that ſpirit, enter into the 
kingdom. Naw, every part of a ca- 


mel may be ſo reduced, as to paſs 
through a hole, as {mall as the eye 
of a needle; yet, ſuch is the bulk 
of the creature, and the hardneſs of 
its bones, and teeth, that, it could 
not be * without much 
AGBs labour 


92 
labourz ſo man muſt ceaſe” from 
that ſpirit, which craves-riches, and be 
reduced into another diſpoſition, bo- 
fore he inherits the kingdom; as ef- 
fectually as a camel muſt be changed, 
from the form-of a camel, ee 
We the eye. ab; a n b 


Wha. our Saviour ad to the 
rich youth, * Go fell that thou haſt, 
and give-to the poor;” though un- 
doubtedly it was his duty to have 
done ſo, yet, to enjoin this, of ſelling 
all, as a duty on every true chtiſtian, 
. would be to limit the Holy One. 


Obedient children, who are intruſt- 
ed with much outward. ſubſtance, 
wait for K to diſpoſe of it 

G - agreeably 


Ts 9 
agreeably to his will, „in whom, 


the fatherleſs find mercy.” “ It 


may not be the duty of every one to 
commit, at once, their ſubſtance to 
other hands; but rather, from time 
to time, to look round amongſt the 


numerous branches of the great fa- 


mily, as the ſteward of him, who 
provides for the widows and the 
fatherleſs, and as diſciples of 


_ Chriſt, however entruſted with much 
goods, they may not conform to 


ſumptuous or luxurious living; for, 
as he lived in perfect plainneſs and 


ſimplicity, the greateſt in his family 


cannot, by virtue of his ſtation, claim 
a right to live in worldly grandeur, 
without contradifting his doctrine, 
| who 
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wo ſaid, © It is enough for the diſ- 
ciple to be as his maſter.” | | 


When our eyes are ſo ſingle, as 
to diſcern the ſelfiſh ſpirit clearly, we 
| behold it the greateſt of all tyrants. 
Many thouſand innocent people, un- 
der ſome of the Roman emperors, 
being confirmed in the truth of Chriſt's 
religion, from the powerful effects of 
his holy ſpirit upon them, and ſerupling 
to conform to heathemiſh rites, were 
therefore, by various' kinds of cruel 
and lingering torments, put to death, 
as is Aer ſet forth by Euſebius. 


| Now We Ane ut Done 
Nero, or any other of the perſecuting 
in 


5s] 
in his time, will appear as a tyrant” of 
{mall confequence, compared with 
_ this ſelfiſh ſpirit; for, though his 


bounds were large, yet a great part of 


the world was out of his reach; and 
though he grievouſly afflicted the bo- 
dies of thoſe innocent people, yet the 
minds of many were divinely ſupported 
in their greateſt agonies; and being 


_— tyranny. | 


— though e 
ben e and he, conſidered in 


his greateſt pomp, appears to have 


been a flave to a ſelfiſh ſpirit. Thus 
tyranny, as applied to a man, riſeth 
up, and ſoon has an end; but if we 


conlider the numerous oppreſſions in 
many 


faithful unto death, wee'.Qelivered 


[ 56 ] 
fioned, by nation contending with na- 
tion, in various parts and ages of the 


world, and remember that felfiſhne 


hath . been the original cauſe of them 
all; if we conſider that thoſe who are 
unredeemed from this ſelfiſh ſpirits - 
not only afflict others, but are afflicied 
themſelves, and have no real quiet- 
neſs in this life, nor in futurity; but, 
according to the ſayings of Chriſt, 
have their portion in that painful con- 
dition, Where the worm dieth not 


and the fire is not quenched; If ve 


in this age, and how numbers of the 
people are hurried on, ſtriving to col- 


* 


11 
let treaſure to pleaſe that mind which 
in that wiſdom which is fooliſhneſs with 
God, are perverting the true uſe of 


things, labouring /as in the fire, con- 
tending with one another, even unto 


blood, and exerting their power to 
ſupport ways of living, foreign to the 
life of one, wholly crucified to the 
worde. 


_ - Tf we conſider what great numbers 
of people are employed preparing the 
articles of war, and the labour and 
toil of armies, ſet apart for protecting 
their. reſpective territories from the 
incurſions of war; and the extenſive 
miſeries which attend their engage- 
ments; while they who till the land, 


[ 58 ] 


and are employed in other uſeful 


things, in ſupporting themſelves, ſup- 
porting thoſe employed in military af= 
fairs, and alſo thoſe who own the ſoil, 


have great hardſhips to encqunter, 


through too much labour; while 
others, in ſeveral kingdoms, are buſied 
in fetching men to help to labour, from 
diſtant; parts of the world, to ſpend 
the remainder of their lives in the un- 
comfortable condition of ſlaves; and 
that ſelf is the bottom of theſe pro- 
ceedings: amidſt all this confuſion, 


- and theſe ſcenes of ſorrow and diſtreſs, 


can we remember the prince of peace, 


remember that we are his diſciples, and 
remember. that example of humility 


and plainneſs, which, he ſet for us, 
| Wn: feeling ap earneſt defire to be 


 Gilentangled 


EW] 
diſentangled from every thing con- 
nected with ſelfiſh cuſtoms, in food, in 
raiment, in houſes, and all things elſe ? 
that, being of Chriſt's family, and, 

walking as he walked, we may ftand 
in that uprightneſs, wherein man was 
. firſt made, and have no fellowſhip. 
with thoſe inventions, which men in 
their fallen wiſdom, have ſought out. 


, a * 
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. , ad 41 KW ö 
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The way of carrying on wars, com- 


mon in the world, is ſo far diſtinguiſn- 


able from the purity of Chriſt's reli- 


gion, that many ſcruple to join in them. 
Thoſe who are ſo redeemed from the 


love of the world, as to poſſeſs nothing | 


in a ſelfiſh ſpirit, thei ir © life is hid 
with Chriſt in God,“ and theſe he 


preſerves in reſignedneſs, even in times 
of commotion. TS. 


As they poſſels — 580 but what 
pertains- to his family, anxious 


have little or nothing in them to 
| | work 


thoughts about wealth or dominion --. 
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work upon; and they learn content= 

ment in being diſpoſed of according. 
to his will, who being omnipotent, 
and always mindful. of his children, 
cauſeth all things to work for their 
good: but where that ſpirit works 
which loves riches; and, in its work - 

ing, gathers wealth and cleaves to 
2 which have their root in 
ſeltf-pleaſing: and whatever name it 
| — it {till deſires to defend the trea- 
IM | ſures thus gotten:—Thisis like a chain 
| where: the end of one link encloſes the 
end of the other; the riſing up of a 

defire to obtain wealth, is the be- 

t ginning; this deſire being - cherithed, | 

moves to action, and riches thus I! 

*. gotten, pleaſe ſelf, and while ſelf has il 

" a life in them, it deſires to hare 

„„ © 1 
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them defended, Wealth 1s attended 
with power, by which, bargains and 
proceedings contrary to univerſal righ- 
teouſneſs are ſupported; and here op- 


preſſion, carried on with worldly po- 


p ow "SY 
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licy and order, clothes itſelf with the = 
| ſeed of diſcord in the foul: and as 
a ſpirit which wanders from the pure 
war {well and ſprout, and grow, and 
become ſtrong, untill n fruit is 
e N , 
ty . 

Thus cometh-the harreſt ſpoken of 
by the prophet which © is a heap, in 
the day of grief and deſperate forrows.” 
Oh! that we, who declare againſt 
wars, and acknowledge our truſt to 


3 [ 1 
in God only, may walk i 5 
8 en — our — : 
2 motives in holding great — 5 
— we look upon our treaſures, 3 
furniture of our houſes, and the 
| —— which we array ourſelves, 
AY war have 
nouriſhment e our poſſeſſions, 
2 n 
pleaſing ſpirit is a * 4 
fruit whereof ripens faſt, CO 


I Ea on 
, vine lo * 
p mung 8 
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HAP. Xx. 
ce The heaven, even the heavens | 
are the Lord's; but the earth hath he 
given to' the children of men.” As 
ſervants of God, what land or eſtates 
we hold, we hold under him as his 
gifts; and in applying the profits, it 
is our duty to act conſiſtently with the 
deſigns of our benefactor. Imperfect 
men may give, on motives of miſguided 
affection, but perfect wiſdom and 
goodneſs, gives agreeably to his own 
nature, nor is this gift abſolute, but 
conditional, for us to occupy as du- 
tiful children, and not otherwiſe; for 
he alone is * true proprietor. The 
world 


WW 
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world:” faith he, « js mine, and the 


fulneſs thereof,” The inſpired law- 


giver directed, that ſuch of the Iſrael- 
ites as ſold their inheritance, ſhould 


fell it for a term only; and that 


they or their children, ſhould again 
enjoy it in the year of jubilee, 


ſettled on every fiftieth year. The 
land ſhall not be fold for ever, for 


the land is mine, faith the lord, for 


ye are ſtrangers, and ſojourners with 


me.” The deſign of which was, to pre- 
by too much engrofling the land; and 
our blefſed Redeemer ſaid, Till 
heaven and earth paſs, one jot or one 
tittle ſhall in 'no wiſe paſs from the 


law till all be fulfilled,” 


31 Where 


L 66 J 

Wpere divine love takes place in 
the hearts of any people, and they ſtea- 
dily act in a principle of univerſal 
righteouſneſs, there the true intent 
of the law is fulfilled, though their 
outward modes of proceeding may be 
diſtinguiſhable from one another; but 
when men are poſſeſſed by that ſpirit, 
hinted at by the prophet, and looking 
over their wealth, ſay in their hearts, 
4 Have we not taken to us horns 
by our own ſtrength.” Here they 
deviate from the divine law, and do 
not count their poſſeſſions fo ſtrictly 
God's, nor the weak and poor entitled 
to ſo tack of the increaſe thereof, 
but that they may indulge their deſires, 
in conſorming to . pomp. 
Thus 


UG. 1 
Thus where houſe is joined to houfe, 
and field laid to field, untill there is 
no place, and the poor are thereby: 
ſtraiteneq though this is done by bar- 
gain and purchaſe, yet ſo far as it 
ſtands diſtinguiſned from univerſal 
love, ſo far that woe, prefixed by the 
prophet, will accompany their proceed- 
ings. As he who firſt founded the 
earth out of nothing, was then the 
true proprietor of it, ſo he ſtill remains, 
and though he hath given it to the 
children of men, ſo that multitudes 
of people have had ſuſtenance from 
it, while they continued here; yet 
he hath never alienated it, but his 
right is as good as at firſt, nor can any 
apply the 2 of their poſſeſſions 


contrary 
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CHAP, XI 
„ | | 


lf we count back one hundred and 
fifty years, and compare the inhabitants 
of Great-Britain, with nations of 
North America, on the like compals 
of ground, the latter I ſuppoſe, would 
bear a ſmall proportion to the others. 
On the diſcovery of this fertile conti- 
nent, many of thoſe thick ſettled in- 
| habitants coming over, the natives 
generally treated them with kindneſs, 
at firſt; and as thoſe brought iron 
tools, and a variety of things for man's 
uſe, they gladly embraced the oppor- 
tunity of traffick, and encouraged 
| tholg 
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| thoſe foreigners to ſettle: I ſpeak only 


of improvements made peaceably. 


Thus our gracious father, who at 
the ſame time beholds the ſituation of 
all his creatures, hath opened a way 


for a thick ſettled land; now if we 


conſider the turning of God's hand, 


in thus far giving us ſome room in 


this continent, and that the offspring 
e ee poſſeſſors of the coun- 
try, in whoſe eyes we appear as new- 
tants of the land adjoining us, and 
that their way of life, requiring much 
room, hath been tranſmitted to them 


from their predeceſſors, and probably 


ſettled by the cuſtom of a great 
many ages: under theſe conſiderations, 


We 


> 
* 


leſs room. 
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we may fee the neceſſity of cultivating 


the lands already obtained of them, 


and applying the increaſe conſiſtently | 


with true wiſdom, ſo as to accommo- 


date the greateſt number of people 


it is capable of, before we have any 


right to plead, as members of the 


one great family, the equity .of their 


aſſigning to us more of their poſ- 


ſeſſions, and Cogn CO 


Did yo bebe eee Us 
lowers of our bleſſed Saviour; were 


all the fruits of the country retained 
in it, which are ſent abroad, in return 


for ſuch ſtrong drink, ſuch coſtly array; 


and other haxuries, which we ſhould 


= x FELLA and 


— 


trade in ſomè ſerviceable articles, may 


(8; 3 
and expenſe of importing and export- 


ing applied to huſbandry, and uleful 
' trades, a much greater number of 


people than now reſide here, might, 
with the divine bleſſing, live comfort - 
ably on the lands already granted us, 
by thoſe ancient Pony of the 
ma 

If we faithfully ſerve God, who 
* given us ſome room in this land, 
] believe he will make ſome of us 


uſeful amongſt them, both in publiſh- 
; ing the doctrines of His Son, our Sa- 


viour, and in pointing out to them, 


the advantages of cultivating the earth; 


while people are ſo much thicker ſet - 
tled, in ſome parts, than others, a 


be 


be to mutual advantage, and Gartied | 


(8 9 


on with much miore regularity and ſa- 


tisfaction to a ſincere chtiſtian, than 


the dude u generally 16 


One perſon continuing to ka con- 


trary to true wiſdom, commonly draws 
other into connection with him, and 
where theſe embrace the way this firſt 


hath choſen, their proceedings are like 


branches extend, and their little turn- 


boughs of trees where "they reach; - 


and are ſo braced and locked in, that, 


without much labour and great ſttength, 


they are ae Thus, theſe 
3 casten, 


* 
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& wild vine, which, ſpringi ing from a | 
ſingle ſeed, and: growing ſtrong, its 
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duſtoms, ſimall in their beginning, ad 
they enereaſe, ptomote buſineſs and 
traffic; and many depend on them 


t * 1 


for a living; but it is evident, that 
all buſineſs, which hath not its foun- 


dation im true wiſdom, is nat becom- 
ing a faithful follower of Chriſt, who 
loyes God; hot. only with all his 
heart, but with 4ll his ſtrength; and 
"bilitf. And as the Lord is able; 
and wilt ſupport. thoſe; whoſe- hearts 
are perfect towards himy in 4 way 
agteenbly to his -unerring wiſdom, 
it becomes us to meditate on the 


privileges of his children, to temem- 
ber, that where the ſpirit of the Lord 
is, there is liberty, and that in joining 
to cuſtans; which.we know are wrong, 

| "IM there 


e 
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1 lgacting: Gang din gnranns- 


ment, and a certain degree of aliena- 


tion from him. To lay aſide curious 
and coſtly attire, and uſe that only 
which is ſerviceable, to ceaſe from all 


ſuperfliities, and too much ſtrong 


drink, is agreeable to the directions 
of our bleſſed Redeemer ; and if in 
the integrity of our hearts, we do ſo, 
we in ſome degree contribute towards 
leſſening that buſineſs which hath its 
foundation in a wrong ſpirit ; andy as 
ſome well inclined peaple are entang- 


led in ſuch buſineſs, and at times 


have a deſire of being freed from it; 


our ceaſing from theſe things may be 


made helpful to, them; and though 
tar a time, their buſineſs may fail; 
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; ptovided ſuſtenance for millions of 


as ever. To preſs forward toward 


1 


yet, if they humbly aſk wiſdom of 


God, and are truly reſigned to him, 
he will or” fail ee en forlgk 


them, 


He Who ata the earth, and hath 


people in paſt ages, is now as atten- 
te to the neceſſities of his children 


perfection is our duty and if, here- 


in, we leſſen ſome buſineſs, hy which 


ſome poor people earn their bread, 


the Lord, who calls to ceaſe from 


thoſe things, will take care of thoſe 


| Whoſe buſineſs fails by it, if Wig ſin 
i _—_— ſeck to him, 


It 


* 1 


If the connection we have with the 
inhabitants of theſe provinces, and qur 
intereſt, conſidered as cliſtinẽt from 
others, engage us to promote plain 
living, in order to entich our country; 
though a plain life is in itſelf beſt; 
yet by living plain in a ſelfiſn ſpirit, 
we advance not forward in true 


religion. 


. Divine Love, which enlarges the 
heart toward mankind univerſally, 
is that alone, which ſtops every cor- 
rupt ſtream, and opens thoſe chan- 
nels of buſineſs and commerce, where 
nothing runs that is not pure; and fo 
eſtabliſnes our goings, that when, in 
our labours, we meditate on the uni- 


E 3 Ferlal 


. 
verſal love ot God, and the harmony 
of Holy Angels, the ſerenity of our 
minds may never be clouded, in re- 
membering that ſome part of our 
employments, tends to ſupport cuſ- 
toms, which have their fou ndation 
in the ſelf ſeeking ſpirit. 
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While our minds are „ 00 


in favour of cuſtoms, diſtinguiſhable 


from perfect purity, we are in danger 
of not attending with Gngleneſs, to 


that light which opens to our view, 
| the nature of uniy erial righteouſneſs, 


+I the i of a thick ſettled 
country, are variety of uſeful emplov- 
ments, beſides tilling the earth; fo 
that, for ſome men . to have more 


land than is neceſſary to build up- 


on, and to anſwer the occaſions re- 
lative to their families, may conſiſt 


E 4 | with 
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| with brotherhood; and from the vari- 

ous gifts which God hath beſtowed, 

on thoſe employed in huſbandry, for 

ſome to poſſeſs and occupy much 
more than others, may likewiſe; 

but where any, on the ſtrength of 
their poſſeſſions demand ſuch rent 
or intereſt, as neceſſitates thoſe who 
take of them, to a cloſer application 
to buſineſs than our merciful father 
deſigned for us; this puts the wheels 
of perfect brotherhood out of order, 
and leads to employments, the pro- 
moting of which belongs not to the 
family of Chriſt, whoſe example in all 
parts, being a pattern, of wiſdom; the 
plainneſs and ſimplicity of his out- 
ward appearance, may well make us 
aſhamed 


1 | 
aſharned, to adorn our bodies with 
coſtly array, or treaſure up wealth by 
ne kalt oppreflion; 


| The ſoil yields us ſupport, and is 
profitable for man, and though ſome 

Päeſſeſſing a larger ſhare of theſe profits 
than others, may conſiſt with the 
harmopy of true brotherhood ; yet, that 
the pooreſt people, who are honeſt, 
are ſo long as they remain inhabitants of 
the earth, entitled to à certain por- 
tion of thoſe profits, in as clear and 
as abſolute à ſenſe as thoſe who in- 
herit much, 1 believe will be agreed 

toy by thoſe, whoſe heatts are en- 
arged with univerſal love. The firſt 
"oY who inhabited the earth, were 
E 5 the 
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the firſt who had poſſeſſion of the oil; 
the gracious Creator and owner of 
it, gave the fruits thereof for their" 
uſe: and, as one generation paſſed 
away, another came and took poſ- 
ſeſſion ; and thus through many ages, 
innumerable multitudes” of people 
have been ſupplied by the fruits of 
the earth; but our gracious ee 
is as abſolutely the owner of it, as 
he was, when he firſt formed * 
out of nothing, And though bv claims 
grounded on prior poſſeſſion, great 
inequality appears amongſt men; yet 
the inſtructions of the great pro- 
prietor of the earth, are neceſſary to 
be attended to in all our proceedings, 
as OY or claimers of the ſoil. 


* The 
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e the ſteps;. of 4 good man afe 
brdered - of the Lord and thoſe 1 
Who are thus guided; whoſe hearts * 
Are enlarged in his love, give directi- I 
bns coricerning their poſſeſſions agreea- 
bly thereto; and that claini, which 
ſtands on umverſal righteouſneſs, is a 
good right; but the continuance of 
that, right, deperids on properly apply- 
ing the profits thereof. The word 
tight, is commonly uſed relative to 
bur poſſeſſions : We. fay; a right of 
propriety to ſuch a dividend of à pro- | 
vince, or a cleat indiſputable right to th 
the land within ſuch certain bounds: 
Thus, this word is continued as a 
*  temembrancer- of the original intent 
of. dividing the land by boundaries, 


and 
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And Aken that it was equitably of 
_  ightly' divided, that is, divided ac- 
-cording to righteouſneſs. In #this; 


„ due d, in equity and rightovuſnels 
q I I trace an Uunrighteous claim, 
Ih and find gifts or grants ta be proved 
3 by fafficient ſeals and witteſſts; this | 
2: gives not the claimant a right, for 
that which is oppoſite to righteouſ- 
nels, is wrohg, and the nature of it 
muſt be changed, before it can be 


| __ _ = Sbppole twenty freq met, profelled _ 
1 folloversof Chriſt, diſcovered an iſland 
1 unknown to al other people, and that 
1 they wich their wives, OTE 
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"of: all others, took polleſſiot if i, 
and divided it equally; made 


. 


ptovements, and multiphed ; e 3 


theſe firſt poſſeſſors, being generally 
inſtuenced by true love, did with 
paternal regard, look over the increa- 
ing condition of the inhabitants, and | 
near the end of their lives, gave 
ſuch directions concerning their reſ- 
pective poſſeſſions, as beſt ſuited the 
convenience of the whole, and tend- 
ed to preſerve love and harmony; 
and that their ſucceſſors in the con- 
tinued incteaſe of people, general- 
I followed their pious example, and 
purſued means, the moſt effoctual to 
keep oppreſſion out of their iſland; 
but that one of theſe firſt ſettlers 
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from a fond attachment to one of 
* numerous ſons, no more deſerving 
than the reſt, gives the chief of his 


lands to him; and by an inſtrument 


ſufficiently witneſſed, _y W 


his mind and wil. 


Suppoſe this ſon, being landlord to 
his brethren and nephews, demands 
ſuch à portion of the fruits of the 


earth, as may ſupply him, and his 


_ puſlding, with curious engravings and 


family and ſome others, and that 


thoſe otheys, thus ſupphed out of his 
ſtore, are employed in adorning his 


paintings, preparing carriages to ride 
in, veſſelstor his houſe, delicious meats, 


Ane 


8 


BARE EH GO TT 


RY & 
* 


. + U 


0 96-3 
fine wrought apparel and furniture, 
all ſuiting that diſtinction lately ariſen 
between him and the other inhabi- 


 tants; and, that having the abſolute 


diſpoſal of theſe numerous improve- 


ments, his power ſo encreaſeth, that 
in all conferences relative to the pub- 
lic affairs of the iſland, theſe plas, 
Honeſt men, who are zealous for 


equitable eſtabliſnments, find great” 


| difficulty in proceeding agreeably to 


r neee, 


Suppaſe he, from a fondneſs of one 
of his ſons, joined with a defire ho. - 
continue this grandeur under his own 


name, n ue of his poſſeſſions 5 
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to him, and thus, for many ages over 
near a twentieth part of this ifland, 
there is one great landlord, and the 

reſt, poor oppreſſed people; to ſome 


of whom, from the manner of their | 
education, joined with a notion of. the 


greatneſs of their predeceſſors, labour 
1s. difagreeable ; who therefore, by 
_ artful applications to the weakneſs, 
unguardedneſs and corruptions of 


others, in ſtriving to get a living out 
of them, encreaſe the difficulties 
3 them, while the inhabitants 

of other parts, who guard againſt 


oppreſſion, and, with one conſent, 


train up their children in frugality 


and "uſeful labour, hve more harmont- 


ouſly. 


b % 1 


oully. If we trace the claims of 


the ninth or tenth of theſe great 


| Hndlords, down to the firſt poſſeſſor, 
and find the claim ſupported through- 


out by inſtruments ftrongly drawn 


| and witneſſed; after all, we could not 


admit a belief into our hearts, that 
he had a right to ſo great a portion 


of land, after ſuch a numerous * 
creaſe of inhabitants. dann 


The firſt polleſſoi, of that 3 


part, held ho more, we ſuppoſe, than 


an equitable portion, but when the 


Lord, who firſt gave theſe twenty 
men poſſeſſion of this Iſland, un- 
known to all others, gave being to 


| numerous 
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| 1 90 1 | 
numerous 1 ; who inhabited. the 

twentieth part, whoſe natures required 
the fruits thereof for their ſu ſtenance, 
this great claimer of the foil, could 
not have a right to the whole, to 
diſpoſe of it in gratifying his, irregular 
deſires; but they, as creatures of 
the moſt high God, poſſeſſor of 
Heaven and carth, had a right to 
part of what thi great claimer held, 

though they np no inſtruments to 
confirm their right : Thos oppreſſion 
in the extreme, appears terrible; but 
oppreſſion, in more refined appear- 
ences, remains to be oppreſſion, and 
"where the © ſmalleſt degree of it is 


- cheriſhed, it growWS enger and more 
extenſive. | 
To 


# 


of 3 
E jo: 

To labour for a perfect redemp- 

| tion, from this ſpirit of oppreſſion, is 

i the great buſineſs of the whole fa- 

| mily of Chriſt Jeſus, in this world. 
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